
 

Abstract

The experiences of study abroad can have profound 
e�ects on students’ identity (Kinginger, 2015). It is 
important to understand why and how this transformation 
occurs, not only for providing/reforming educational 
curriculum but also for individual language teachers, 
because understanding the learner’s “realm of meaning” 
(Polkinghorne, 1988) has implications for the teaching 
practice.

Adopting the position of “storyteller” rather than narrative 
analyst (Smith & Sparkes, 2006), I will introduce the 
interview-based stories of two Korean male undergraduate 
students who are majoring science and engineering in 
Rainbow University in western Japan. The two stories are 
contrasted. One participant, Hun, thinks his Japanese and 
Korean selves are di�erent, and has a generally positive 
view of both. The other participant, Lee, also thinks his 
Japanese self and Korean one are di�erent, but has 
positive view only of the Korean one. 

In their stories, it is salient the success and failure of 
making Japanese-speaking friends network depend on 
how their Korean identity constructed in the network. I 
argue that in the process of making Japanese friends, 
participants had to navigate the discourses spread among 
Japanese young generation, include stereotypes of 
Koreans.  

Attendees to the presentation will be invited to interpret 
the stories and discuss what makes this di�erence 
together. I wish to discuss the educational contribution of 
this stories together. All personal/ institutional names are 
pseudonyms.
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